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R o b i n  C h a m b e r s  A O

Robin Chambers AO is the Co-Founder of  Chambers & Company and has been the
Senior Partner s ince i ts establ ishment in 1984. He served as Chadbourne &
Parke’s Special  Counsel  – China since 2003 -  2016. He was formerly General
Counsel  of  CRA Limited (now Rio Tinto Limited) for  14 years and lead lawyer on
major mining projects in Austral ia involv ing bi l l ions of  dol lars of  equi ty investment
and export  sales contracts.  His pract ice pr imari ly involves act ing as
the lead lawyer on internat ional  projects,  wi th part icular focus on China. Robin was
appointed as lead lawyer to the Chinese Government ’s AUD$420 mi l l ion Channar
joint  venture investment in 1984 which was China’s f i rst  major overseas
investment.  Mr Chambers has advised a number of  major Chinese state-owned
enterpr ises on their  investments in Austral ia over 32 year per iod.  He has also
advised U.S.,  European and Austral ian corporat ions on a range of  projects in
China. He has leading edge exper ience on the negot iat ion and documentat ion of
numerous jo int  ventures in Austral ia and overseas, together wi th project
management exper ience coordinat ing the part ic ipat ion of  numerous interested
part ies at  a l l  stages and the project  f inancing of  major projects by internat ional
banking syndicates.  His involvement extends to projects in more than 30 countr ies.  

Co-Founder & Senior Partner, Chambers & Company International Lawyers

D a v i d  C h u

David is a Partner,  Internat ional  L iaison at  ShineWing Austral ia.  ShineWing Austral ia
is a member f i rm of  ShineWing Internat ional ,  an account ing and advisory group
started by ShineWing China ( the largest indigenous account ing f i rm in China).  David
br ings over 35 years of  professional  exper ience in Austral ia,  Hong Kong and China.
He is at tuned to the Austral ia/China mergers and acquis i t ion market,  due di l igence
requirements,  internat ional  taxat ion issues, and var ious stock exchange
requirements.  David has assisted a number of  large Chinese corporat ions to
col laborate wi th Austral ian companies in the energy and resources, agr icul ture & food
processing, property,  and technology sectors.  David current ly serves as a member of
the Victor ia Commit tee, as wel l  as deputy chair  of  the Financial  & Investment
Services Working Group, of  Austral ia China Business Counci l .  David has also served
as the Nat ional  President of  the Hong Kong Austral ia Business Associat ion.  David
has been a regular presenter on Austral ian economic af fa i rs on the Cantonese
program of SBS Radio.  He speaks f luent Engl ish,  Cantonese and Mandarin.  

Partner, International Liaison, ShineWing Australia
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D r  M o n a  C h u n g

Dr Mona Chung is a bi-cul tural  business expert  in doing business with China in
part icular negot iat ions.  She addresses the major issues and overcomes the cul tural
gap between Westerners and Chinese in the f ie lds of  commerce and educat ion.   
Dr Chung special ises in strategic planning, management and market ing pract ice for
internat ional  organisat ions with the understanding of  the cul ture of  Chinese market
f i rst .  As a bi-cul tural  consul tant she short-c i rcui ts processes and produce resul ts
that increase ef f ic iency by between 70% and 50%. Dr Chung is on the execut ive
board of  the Victor ia branch of  the Austral ia China Business Counci l .  Being highly
exper ienced in a large number of  industr ies and a f requent v is i tor  to China, Dr
Chung is a guest speaker at  many publ ic forums and author of  a l is t  of  over 80
publ icat ions in cross-cul tural  business studies.  Her f i rst  book was ‘Shanghaied: Why
Foster ’s Could Not Survive China’ .  Her second book was 'Doing Business
Successful ly in China' .  Her th i rd book was ‘Doing business with China: gett ing ready
for the Asia century’ .  Her latest  book is ‘Dancing with the Dragon: doing business
with China’ .   

Lecturer, Deakin University



C h a r l e s  C u r w e n  C V O  O B E  L L D

Charles Roderick Curwen was born on the 7th October 1945 in Cumberland, England
and educated at  Harrow before at tending Mons Off icer Cadet School  in 1964 and
serving in the 11th Hussars (P.A.O.) .  In 1967 as a Captain he was posted to
Melbourne, Austral ia as ADC to the last  Br i t ish Governor of  Victor ia.  At  the
conclusion of  h is tour of  duty as ADC he lef t  the Br i t ish Army, became an Austral ian
ci t izen and remained at  Government House where he has served 10 Governors in
the role of  Pr ivate Secretary (1976-84) and as Off ic ia l  Secretary and Chief
Administrator of  the Off ice of  Governor s ince 1984 dur ing the term of eleven
Premiers.  In 2014 his posi t ion as Off ic ia l  Secretary was enhanced to provide an
advisory and “Ambassador ial  ro le” to the Premier and Government in t rade,
investment and biotechnology especial ly in North Asia and the United States of
America.    

In August 2012 the Premier appointed Charles as the Melbourne-based
Commissioner for  China. In Nanj ing,  China in October 2008 he was awarded
Honorary Ci t izenship of  J iangsu Province, and in February 2009 he was inducted as
an Advisory Professor at  Southeaster Universi ty,  Nanj ing.  In Malaysia in October
2013 he was presented with a Li fet ime Achievement Award at  the 5th World Chinese
Economic Forum. In 2015 he was appointed as a Guest Professor by Tongj i
Universi ty in Shanghai.  In 1974 he marr ied Sandra Harvey of  South Austral ia and
together they developed a stud property of  cat t le and f ine wool Merino sheep in
Central  Victor ia.  In 1989 on a scheme of arrangement for  execut ive development
within the Government of  Victor ia,  he took leave of  absence to gain commercial
exper ience. This was achieved working in Market Research, dur ing which t ime he
was appointed as a Director of  Roy Morgan Research Ltd.  and A.C. Nielsen in
Sydney.  

His other interests have been in aviat ion as an instrument rated pi lot  of  both f ixed
wing aircraf t  and hel icopters,  and he has a cont inuing interest  in medical  research.
From 1998 unt i l  2004 he was on the Advisory Board of  the Monash Inst i tute of
Reproduct ion and Development (an inst i tute for  medical  research, respected
worldwide as a leader in Prostate Cancer,  Infant and Chi ld Heal th,  Women’s
Reproduct ive Health,  Human Genet ics and Animal Husbandry,  especial ly the
preservat ion of  endangered species).  He was President of  their  successful  $10
Mil l ion Appeal,  and cont inues to have a c lose associat ion wi th them. 

He was awarded the OBE in 1977, the LVO in 1988, C. St.J.  in 1992, the CVO in
1998 and was made a Doctor of  Laws honor is causa of  Monash Universi ty in 1998.
He is a fe l low of  the Victor ian Divis ion of  The Inst i tute of  Publ ic Administrat ion,
Austral ia.  He was a sworn Clerk of  The Execut ive Counci l .  He ret i red as the
representat ive of  the State of  Victor ia on the Order of  Austral ia Counci l  in February
2015, having been f i rst  appointed in 2000. In February 2003 he jo ined the Board of
the Howard Florey Inst i tute,  and he was appointed a Governor of  the Florey
Neuroscience Inst i tute in 2007. In November 2009 he was elected as a Director of
the Austral ia China Business Counci l  (Victor ia) .  He has been a Counci l lor  of  Monash
Universi ty f rom 2005 to 2011, and in January 2010 jo ined the Monash Universi ty
Malaysia Universi ty Board,  where he served for 5 years.  In May 2017 he was
appointed as an Extra Equerry to the Queen. 

Former Victorian Commissioner for China 
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Wilkin is a director of  the retai l ing company Jeanswest,  which is a whol ly owned
subsidiary of  the publ ic ly l is ted Glor ious Sun Enterpr ises Ltd in Hong Kong.
Jeanswest,  wi th over 230 stores spread across al l  states and terr i tor ies of  Austral ia
as wel l  as New Zealand, is the Australasian f lagship in the mult inat ional  and 

W i l k i n  F o n

Director, Jeanswest



integrated business network of  Glor ious Sun, which, on top of  i ts huge garment
product ion faci l i t ies network around the world,  a lso owns the largest casualwear
retai l  chain in China with more than 2,500 stores spread across al l  30 provinces. 

Wi lk in was born in Hong Kong and educated in the US respect ively at  Universi ty of
Oregon and Iowa State Universi ty.  From an ear ly career in the banking and f inance
sector,  he has wide management consul tancy exper iences in major project
management,  f inancial  advisory and debt restructur ing areas. 

Wi lk in jo ined the Glor ious Sun Group in 1988 and f i rst  came to Austral ia in 1991 upon
the group’s acquis i t ion of  the Jeanswest business operat ing out of  Perth,  and moved
to Melbourne in 1994 with the relocat ion of  the Jeanswest head of f ice.   

Wi lk in was the Victor ian President of  Hong Kong Austral ia Business Associat ion f rom
1999 to 2002 and the Nat ional  President f rom 2005-2007. He was elected the
Honorary Treasurer of  the Federat ion of  Hong Kong Business Associat ions Worldwide
for the per iod from 2006 to 2008.  

Wi lk in has been a member of  the Victor ian Board of  the Austral ia China Business
Counci l  s ince 2005 and he is also current ly a member the Museums Board of  Victor ia
as wel l  as the Mult icul tural  Business Minister ia l  Counci l  in Victor ia.  He is also the
Chairman of  the newly establ ished Salvat ion Army Chinese Corporate and
Phi lanthropic Commit tee. 

B e n  F o s k e t t

Ben is current ly the Execut ive Director at  Pathway Services Pty Ltd.  Ben was Deputy
Secretary,  Industry & Trade and CEO, Invest Victor ia in the Vic Dept of  Industry,
Innovat ion & Regional  Development (DIIRD) 2004-2008. As Deputy Secretary,  Ben
was responsible for  developing Victor ia ’s mult i -sector export  markets,  at t ract ing new
internat ional  investment into Victor ia as wel l  as having pr imary responsibi l i ty  for  the
development of  a range of  industry sectors in the State.  Af ter leaving DIIRD (now
DSDBI) Ben completed a term as Victor ia ’s Special  Trade Envoy to Lat in America and
to North Asia.  Through his pr ivate company, Pathway Services Pty Ltd,  he acts as a
consul tant to the pr ivate sector and government organisat ions.   

Ben is on the board of  the Burnet Inst i tute and is a member of  the Inst i tute’s Budget
& Investment Commit tee and the IP& Commercial isat ion Commit tee. He is also Chair
of  two Burnet subsidiar ies in China – BioPoint  Hong Kong and Nanj ing BioPoint .   

Ben has been a Vice President of  the Victor ian Branch of  the Austral ia China
Business Counci l  (ACBC) since 2004 and was appointed to the nat ional  Board of  the
Counci l  in 2015. In Dec 2013 Ben ret i red f rom the Board of  the Austral ia Lat in
America Business Counci l  (ALABC) af ter  4 years as Vice Chairman.  

Ben was a member of  the Health Exports Advisory Commit tee dur ing 2013/14
advis ing the Ministers of  Heal th and State Development on the development of  a
Health Exports Strategy. Between Apr i l  2008 and Dec 2011 Ben served on the
Counci l  of  Victor ia Universi ty dur ing which t ime he was a member of  the Counci l ’s
Resources Commit tee, served as Chair  of  the Counci l ’s  Strategy Commit tee and was
a member of  the Chancel lor ’s Commit tee. Pr ior  to jo in ing DIIRD, Ben spent over 30
years in the f inancial  services industry,  predominant ly wi th the AMP, spending 3
years in China as AMP’s Chief  Representat ive (Country Manager) based in Bei j ing.
He was also Chairman of  the Austral ia-China Chamber of  Commerce in Bei j ing.  Pr ior
to that  he was State Manager and Investment Manager,  Victor ia for  the AMP (1992 -
1999).  

Executive Director, Pathway Services Pty Ltd.
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Y i n g  H o u

Ying Hou is a senior manager wi th KPMG and is a member of  the Inst i tute of
Chartered Accountants.  As a member of  KPMG China Pract ice,  Ying has assisted
inbound and outbound investors to and from China with their  tax and account ing
compl iance needs. As the operat ions manager of  the KPMG Private Enterpr ise
Melbourne div is ion,  her roles include review of  monthly f inancial  performance,
analysis of  actual  and budget var iances and report ing to partner group. Ying is also
the KPMG Private Enterpr ise Nat ional  r isk management representat ive who is
assist ing in review and redesign of  the new r isk management system of KPMG.  Ying
has over 15 years of  exper ience in providing account ing,  f inancial  report ing,  taxat ion
compl iance and advisory services to a wide range of  industr ies and cl ients,  including
pr ivate businesses and not for  prof i t  organisat ions.   

Senior Manager, KPMG

L y a l l  H o w a r d

Lyal l  Howard is General  Manager Government Relat ions at  Austral ia Post where he is
responsible for  managing relat ions with the Federal  Government in Canberra and
Austral ia ’s missions in internat ional  markets.  Lyal l  has over th i r ty years’  exper ience
in internat ional  t rade and publ ic af fa i rs across government,  industry associat ions and
pr ivate enterpr ise.  Lyal l  commenced his career in London in the 1980s at  the
agr ibusiness conglomerate Dalgety plc.  In the ear ly 1990’s Lyal l  moved to the newly
created Austral ian Hort icul tural  Corporat ion where he was tasked with designing an
ISO 9002 qual i ty cert i f icat ion scheme for Austral ian hort icul ture.  Lyal l  then jo ined
McDonalds’  Austral ia Limited as Nat ional  Purchasing Manager where he was
responsible for  paddock-to-plate sourcing and supply chain management for  key
commodit ies for  McDonalds’  restaurants in Austral ia and Asia.  In 1996, Lyal l  was
appointed Internat ional  Trade Director at  Austral ia ’s peak farm organizat ion in
Canberra,  the Nat ional  Farmers Federat ion.  At NFF Lyal l  establ ished the Cairns
Group Farm Leaders,  a coal i t ion of  e ighteen nat ional  farm associat ions to lobby for
the l iberal izat ion of  t rade through the WTO. From 2002 to 2012 Lyal l  worked in Publ ic
Affairs and Government Relat ions for Rio Tinto and BHP Bi l l i ton where he was
responsible for  publ ic pol icy issues in Austral ia and North Asia.  He was later
appointed as Senior Pol icy Adviser to Austral ia ’s Minister for  Trade & Investment,  the
Hon. Andrew Robb AO. In 2016, Lyal l  jo ined Blackmores Limited as Head of
Government Relat ions in 2018, he and moved to Austral ia Post as General  Manager
Government Relat ions.   

General Manager - Government Relations, Australia Post 
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L i m i n g  H u a n g

Liming Huang is a Partner at  Corrs Chambers Westgarth.  L iming acts for  Chinese
energy and resource State-owned enterpr ises,  banks and pr ivate companies.  He
special ises in cross border mergers and acquis i t ions,  in i t ia l  publ ic of fer ings,  banking
and corporate dispute resolut ions,  corporate advisory and project  f inance. 

Liming has extensive exper ience in providing bi l ingual  legal  advice and
documentat ion in both Chinese and Engl ish languages. He has an unparal le led
understanding of  how Chinese cl ients conduct business and what they think.  Whether
draf t ing bi l ingual  legal  advice and documentat ion,  or present ing commercial  and
insightful  solut ions,  Liming’s guidance enables his Austral ian c l ients to feel  conf ident
in their  deal ings with foreign part ies.  He of fers c lar i ty and insight when working on
cross border t ransact ions and is able to provide valuable cul tural  context .   

Partner, Corrs Chambers Westgarth



G r a c e  ( X i n y u )   J i

Grace Ji  works as Director,  China Pract ice wi th PwC in Melbourne. Working together
with col leagues from di f ferent service l ines,  Grace Ji  has assisted cl ients wi th many
transact ions -  guiding cl ients through the transact ion process, performing f inancial
and tax due di l igence reviews, project  management,  tax and f inancial  structur ing,
valuat ion,  post-deal  integrat ion,  tax compl iances, account ing and HR services etc.
Grace has developed a good understanding of  China/Austral ia industry and the
economic environment,  Chinese/Austral ian Government pol ic ies and in i t iat ives
relat ing to internat ional  t rade, investment and industry development as wel l  as
Chinese decis ion-making processes.  Grace also has fair ly good understanding of  the
investment environment of  Switzer land and i ts key sel l ing points as one of  the
attract ive investment dest inat ions.  She has extensive exper ience in deal ing wi th
people at  a l l  levels of  both large and smal l  organisat ions/companies,  as wel l  as
related industry,  government agencies and industry associat ions. 

Before Grace jo ined in PwC in May 2010, she worked as Deputy Investment
Promotion Director at  the Swiss Business Hub China based in the Swiss Embassy
Bei j ing (2009-2010) and as the Investment Director for  Greater China with Invest
Austral ia /The Austral ian Embassy Bei j ing f rom 2005 to 2009. Being the f i rst  nat ional
point-of-contact  for  al l  the outbound investment inquir ies,  she and her team offered
free, comprehensive and conf ident ia l  assistance to Chinese companies who wanted
to bui ld their  business in the dest inat ion countr ies.   

Grace Ji  a lso worked for Austrade Bei j ing ( the Commercial  Sect ion of  the Austral ian
Embassy Bei j ing) f rom 2000 to 2005 as Business Development Manager responsible
for Automot ive,  Tool ing,  Machinery,  Logist ics,  Biotech/Medical  and other related
industr ia l  sectors.  Her other work exper ience includes working as President
Assistant,  Market ing Manager,  Sales & Market ing Manager Asia Paci f ic of  Medtronic
Funct ional  Diagnost ics Ltd.  in Bei j ing and Singapore dur ing 1997-2000, and as
Engl ish Teacher of  Chinese Women’s Col league from 1995 to 1997. 

Director, China Practice, PricewaterhouseCoopers
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Liming was nominated as the Vice President and commit tee member of  Austral ia
China Business Counci l  Victor ia Branch in 2015. Liming is Non-execut ive Director
and Chairman of  Audi t  and Risk Commit tee, Grange Resources Ltd,  Tasmania f rom
September 2014 to present.  L iming completed his Jur is Doctor and Master of  Laws
degrees at  The Universi ty of  Melbourne and his Execut ive Master of  Business
Administrat ion at  Monash Universi ty.   

L a u r a  M a t t i a z z i  
Head of Asia Business Development, NAB

Laura has over 20 years banking exper ience across Asia Paci f ic.  She was born and
graduated from mainland China, worked at  Bank of  China (China) and Dao Heng Bank
(now DBS) in Hong Kong before pursuing postgraduate studies in Austral ia.    

Graduated with HD in Finance & Economics f rom RMIT, Laura jo ined Nat ional
Austral ia Bank (NAB) in 1999, current ly as “Head of  Asia Business Development” .    
Since jo ining NAB, Laura worked closely wi th of fshore capi ta ls invest ing into
Austral ian propert ies f rom SE Asian investors to that  of  mainland China. Dur ing this
t ime, she bui l t  and managed an Asian Business Lending Port fo l io,  having pioneered
being the f i rst  mainland Chinese banker to focus on property development and
investment act iv i t ies by Asian investors in Melbourne.  
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D a v i d  O l s s o n

David is a lawyer and China pract ice consul tant to internat ional  law f i rm King & Wood
Mal lesons. He was head of  the f i rm’s China pract ice in Bei j ing for 6 years unt i l  2013
and pr ior  to that  an Austral ian Managing Partner.  He has been act ively engaged in
Asian and China related business for over 25 years.   

He was Chairman of  the Austral ian Chamber of  Commerce, Bei j ing f rom 2010 – 2013,
founder of  i ts Financial  Services Working Group and has worked with the Austral ia
Government on a range of  pol icy development in i t iat ives – part icular ly in the f inancial
services sector,  as wel l  as being a regular part ic ipant in a number of  senior level
Austral ia China dialogues.  

He is current ly the Chair  of  the Austral ian pr ivate sector led working group looking at
al l  aspects of  the internat ional isat ion of  the Renminbi  in Austral ia.  He was appointed
to the board of  the Austral ia China Business Counci l  in 2013 and has been on the
execut ive commit tee of  ACBC Victor ia s ince October 2013. He chairs the Finance &
Investment Services Working Group. 

China Practice Consultant, King & Wood Mallesons

Today, Chinese investors have dominated the inbound investments into propert ies
three years in a row now. Laura’s current role as “Head of  Asia Business
Development”  at  NAB saw her mandate to expand Asia of fer ings to other industr ies
including heal th&medical ,  educat ion,  property,  manufacture,  import&export ,
professional  services and food & agr icul ture wi thin the greater NAB enterpr ise.  This
new nat ional  role wi l l  develop Asia of fer ing to NAB cl ients and posi t ion them for
growth and export  in these industr ies whi lst  bui ld ing NAB’s “Asian Special isat ion”
brand.  
   
Laura recent ly graduated as GAICD from AICD and the “Agr ibusiness program” at
Harvard Business School .  She remains as an act ive Vice-Chair  for  “Food &
Agribusiness Commit tee” at  Austral ia China Business Counci l ,  Victor ia.  She is also a
member of  the “ Industry Advisory Board” at  “Department of  Market ing” of  Monash
Universi ty.    

T o m  P a r k e r

Tom Parker is a China special ist  helping others overcome cul tural  and business
barr iers when working or deal ing wi th China. Tom’s long term engagement wi th China
has resul ted in an impressive network and the abi l i ty  to enable successful  business
outcomes.  

A Mandarin speaker and cross-cul tural  faci l i tator,  Tom has worked in numerous
China-focused program roles,  including; The Asial ink Centre,  Austrade (Bei j ing),  and
as wri ter  and reporter for  the ABC in both China and Austral ia for  Radio Nat ional ’s
Asia Paci f ic program.  

Tom has managed projects and faci l i tated business and government partnerships in
China for the City of  Melbourne, NSW and Victor ian State Governments.  He was the
AFL’s China consul tant del iver ing the Shanghai Showdown exhibi t ion match dur ing
the 2010 World Expo and also works at  the Strategic Partnerships Manager at  the
Melbourne Footbal l  Club. Tom was an Honorary Adjunct at  the China Research
Centre at  Universi ty of  Technology Sydney (UTS) and is a Vice President of  the
Austral ia China Business Counci l  (Victor ia) .  

Partner, Bastion China 



P r o f e s s o r  C h a r l e s  Q i n  O A M

Charles co-founded Chin Communicat ions in 1992. As Managing Director & Chief
Interpreter,  Char les is responsible for  dr iv ing the company’s growth whi le also
focusing on developing the professional  language ski l ls  of  a l l  team members.   

Char les is the only Austral ian/Chinese member of  the prest ig ious AIIC ( Internat ional
Associat ion of  Conference Interpreters),  is  Adjunct Industry Fel low at  Monash
Universi ty,  and a v is i t ing Professor at  the Tianj in Foreign Studies Universi ty.   

He is also a founding member of  the Chinese Interpreters & Translators Associat ion
of Austral ia (CITAA) and has been i ts president s ince 2014. He was awarded the
Order of  Austral ia Medal in 2016 for his contr ibut ion to internat ional  relat ions,
part icular ly through interpret ing and translat ion.   

Managing Director, Chin Communications 
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F r a n k  P a t o n

Frank Paton focuses on China transact ions at  Hunt & Hunt,  a law f i rm with of f ices

across Austral ia and in Shanghai  and representat ion in Bei j ing.  He is an honours law

graduate and has also studied economics.  Frank has been travel l ing to and working

in China since 1987. Working in tandem with Hunt & Hunt ’s own Shanghai  of f ice he

has advised many Austral ian corporat ions on sett ing up business in China and

invest ing in JVs and other t rading arrangements.  Frank provides commercial  advice

for a var iety of  c l ients in di f ferent sectors,  including the educat ion sector,  food

industry,  R&D cl ients and manufacturers and traders general ly.  This includes advice

on internat ional  t ransact ions,  prepar ing contracts,  r isk management by minimising

and transferr ing r isk,  compl iance with al l  regulatory requirements and negot iat ing and

advis ing on technology l icensing and other commercial  arrangements.   

He is a former President of  the Law Inst i tute of  Victor ia and a former Chair  of  the

execut ive of  the Victor ia Law Foundat ion and has been on the ACBC Board in

Victor ia for  9 years.   

Special Counsel, Hunt & Hunt

Theo Sakel l  is  a Partner & Execut ive Director of  Tax Consul t ing at  Pi tcher Partners.
Medium to large sized pr ivately owned businesses and smal l  l is ted publ ic companies
der ive maximum business benef i ts f rom working with Theo and rely ing on his more
than 25 years exper ience providing tax consul t ing and advisory services.  His ski l ls
and expert ise cover the ful l  spectrum of tax consul t ing services,  and focus on
advis ing cl ients on internat ional  tax issues such as cross border t ransact ions and
internat ional  structur ing.   

His thorough understanding of  the complexi t ies of  Austral ian and internat ional  tax
regimes and the great respect he receives both f rom within Pi tcher Partners and with
external  agencies led to his appointment to head of  Pi tcher Partners Tax Consul t ing
div is ion in 2011. Theo is a recognised author i ty on tax matters and is regular ly cal led
on by Government and other regulatory bodies for advice. 

T h e o  S a k e l l

Partner & Executive Director, Pitcher Partners



B r u c e  S h e n g

Mr. Sheng has been in Austral ia for  over 20 years and is the Chairman of  the ASIPAC
Group, a Melbourne based diversi f ied investment group of  companies wi th a pr imary
focus on resources and property.  ASIPAC is also the owner of  an Austral ian Financial
Services Licence (AFSL 300767) and works c losely wi th key high prof i le
organisat ions in Austral ia and China. Mr.  Sheng has been associated with ACBC
since 1990. 

Chairman, ASIPAC Group

H o n  K e n  S m i t h  A M

Ken Smith is a Director of  kensmith@chinasolut ions a business developed to assist
businessmen and women f ind the r ight  solut ion to meet their  needs to do business in
China. Ken has developed this in i t iat ive fo l lowing his ret i rement in 2014 af ter 26
years in the Victor ian State Par l iament having establ ished high level  Business and
Pol i t ical  re lat ionships in China over a per iod of  20 years.  Dur ing his Par l iamentary
career Ken served as Speaker,  Shadow Minister for  Local  Government,  Gaming and
Fisher ies,  Whip,  Chairman of  an Al l  Party Par l iamentary Commit tee and Party
Secretary.  Before enter ing Par l iament he was a Counci l lor  on the Hast ings Shire
Counci l ,  a sel f -employed Plumbing Contractor,  a founding Director then Chairman of
The Independent News Group. He also served as an Execut ive of f icer of  the Master
Plumbers Assoc. of  Victor ia then Federal  Secretary of  the Federated Master
Plumbers of  Austral ia.  His relat ionship wi th China commenced in 1995 as a delegate
to J iangsu Province (Victor ia ’s Sister State) and he has since led more than 30
Business and Pol i t ical  Delegat ions to many parts of  China inc.  Tibet and Inner
Mongol ia.  He has also through many contacts welcomed delegat ions of  Chinese
Pol i t ic ians inc.  Governors,  Vice Governors,  Provincial  Congress Chairmen and
members and Mayors as wel l  as leading Businessmen and women al l  looking to do
business in Austral ia.  Ken was recognised for his work in China by being awarded
Honorary Ci t izenship in both Shandong and Jiangsu Provinces.  

In June 2016, Ken was inducted as the f i rst  Internat ional  member of  the 6th Counci l
of  the Jiangsu Provincial  Peoples Associat ion of  Fr iendship wi th Foreign Countr ies.
Ken Smith said he was del ighted to accept th is Honorary posi t ion as i t  would al low
him to fur ther promote the fr iendship between Victor ia and Jiangsu Province which
has been working extremely wel l  s ince 1977. 

Ken works wi th establ ished and potent ia l  SME’s f rom Austral ia to develop thr iv ing
partnerships wi th Chinese businesses as a for  a win-win for  both.    

Director, China Solutions 
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D r  S u s a n  S u

Susan Su is a Business Development Manager – North Asia at  Melbourne Airport .  As
a cul tural ly sensi t ive and commercial ly astute bi l ingual  professional ,  she has worked
at Telstra and gained substant ia l  exper ience at  developing and execut ing Austral ia –
China business strategies before jo in ing the airport  in 2013. At the airport ,  Susan is
responsible for  the growth of  a i r  services at  Melbourne, working with current and
potent ia l  a i r l ines on business development and cooperat ive market ing opportuni t ies,
wi th a key focus on air l ine growth in Greater China, and also playing a lead role in
the del ivery of  Melbourne Airport ’s “China Strategy” across the whole business. She
has been successful ly developing good working relat ionships across the organisat ion,
Chinese Air l ines and relevant stakeholders.   

Business Development Manager - North Asia, Melbourne Airport



P r o f e s s o r  O n  K i t  T a m

On Kit  Tam is Professor of  Finance at  RMIT Universi ty and has been undertaking
academic research and commercial  consul t ing work for  major corporat ions and
internat ional  organisat ions on China’s economic t ransformat ion, f inancial
development and foreign direct  investment s ince the start  of  the country ’s economic
reform. 

Prof .  Tam was previously Deputy Pro Vice-Chancel lor  Business Internat ional  at  RMIT,
Deputy Dean Internat ional ,  Facul ty of  Business and Economics,  and Director of  China
Research Centre,  Monash Universi ty.  On Ki t  has held execut ive/academic posi t ions in
the Austral ian Federal  Government Department of  the Treasury,  Universi ty of  New
South Wales,  and Phi l ips Hong Kong. He has held v is i t ing posi t ions with Austral ian
Nat ional  Universi ty,  Universi ty of  Cal i fornia Berkeley,  Renmin Universi ty of  China,
Nanj ing Universi ty,  and the Universi ty of  Hong Kong, as wel l  as being Adjunct
Professor of  Finance in Bei j ing’s Central  Universi ty of  Finance and Economics,  and
Tianj in Universi ty.   

He has publ ished extensively on China’s economic and f inancial  reform, foreign
investment,  and corporate governance. His research has won grants and awards from
key Austral ian and internat ional  bodies including the Austral ian Research Counci l
and the Ford Foundat ion.  On Ki t  has served as consul tant and adviser for  major
mult i lateral  organisat ions,  Chinese and Austral ian government organisat ions,  and
internat ional  corporat ions,  and an independent director of  a jo int  venture fund
management company in China set up by the Commonwealth Bank of  Austral ia,  and a
director of  the board of  the Royal  Distr ict  Nursing Services.   He has been the chair  of
ACBC Victor ia ’s Educat ion and Training Commit tee for several  years.  

Professor, RMIT University
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B a r r y  W h i t e  

Barry has been a board member of  the ACBC since 1996 and pr ior  to th is was a
member of  the Boards of  the predecessor organisat ions (Austral ia China Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and Austral ia China Business Counci l )  s ince 1988. He is a
Li fe Member and was previously President of  ACBC (Vic)  and Nat ional  Vice
President.   

His exper ience in China dates back to 1978 at  the t ime of  China’s ‘Open Door Pol icy’
when he was responsible for  internat ional  market development for  the Austral ian
Wool Corporat ion.  He was subsequent ly responsible for  the AWC’s China of f ices and
managed several  major industry projects wi th China. Dur ing this per iod,  he acted as
a wool industry advisor on minister ia l  t rade missions. China is now Austral ia ’s largest
wool export  market.   

In 2001 he became internat ional  projects manager for  ACIL Tasman Consul t ing
dur ing which t ime the company undertook a number of  projects for  internat ional
c l ients in China. He was then appointed CEO of the Internat ional  Fibre Centre in
2003. In 2008 he establ ished a pr ivate consul t ing company ProEx Developments Pty
Ltd through which he cont inues his relat ionship wi th the China market providing
agr ibusiness advice,  t rade and investment services on behal f  of  Chinese and
domest ic part ies.  He is also involved in the development of  a jo int  ACBC/Regional
Development Victor ia program to assist  regional  businesses to strengthen
relat ionships wi th the China market.   

Barry is current ly a Vice President of  ACBC Victor ia and Chair  of  the ACBC’s
Agribusiness & Food Working Group. 

Director, ProEx Developments 



D r  C e l i n a  Y u

Dr Cel ina Yu, as the Managing Director of  Global  Business Col lege of  Austral ia
(GBCA), has overseen the establ ishment of  the f i rst  internat ional  campus of  the
Huashang Educat ion Group in Austral ia.  She is an Adjunct Professor at  the School  of
Business Administrat ion,  Northeastern Universi ty,  China, and a graduate of  the
Austral ian Inst i tute of  Company Directors (GAICD).   

She also holds the posi t ion of  Founder and President of  Austral ia-China Associat ion
of Scient ists and Entrepreneurs (ACASE),  wi th over 460 members of  scient ists and
entrepreneurs.  ACASE works wi th high level  research inst i tutes,  government
organisat ions,  f inancial  inst i tutes and professional  bodies both in Austral ia and
China, to connect innovat ion with entrepreneurship,  through inst igat ing a plat form for
entrepreneurs and scient ists global ly to exchange ideas and create products.   

She was also the f i rst  e lected female President of  the Chinese Associat ion of
Professionals and Scholars Austral ia (CAPS Austral ia) ,  current ly wi th over 580
members of  academics across Austral ian universi t ies.  Dur ing her presidency she led
and in i t iated academic,  research and business col laborat ive partnerships across and
between China and Austral ia,  including ‘Academic and Business Mission’  t r ips to
prest ig ious educat ion inst i tutes,  such as Peking Universi ty,  Tsinghua Universi ty and
the Chinese Academy of  Sciences and the annual  f lagship Research Symposium.  

She obtained her PhD in Finance at  RMIT Universi ty and a Masters of  Professional
Account ing at  Monash Universi ty.  Her PhD research was awarded RMIT Universi ty ’s
prest ig ious Best Doctoral  Research Excel lence Award in 2014.  

Managing Director, Global Business College of Australia (GBCA) 
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